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1. ITALIAN SPECIAL ENVOY CESIDIO GUAZZARONI DEPARTED TUNIS 
JUNE 8 AFTER HE AND ECONOMY MINISTER LASRAM, IN THE PRESENCE 
OF ITALIAN AMBASSADOR GIUFFRIDA, TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR TO ROME 
BEN AREA AND MFA DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, HAMED 
AMMAR, SIGNED A "PROCES VERBAL" ON THE REVIVED PROJECT EOR AN 
ALGERIA TO SICILY GAS PIPELINE TRANSITTING TUNISIA. THE TALKS, 

IT WAS INDICATED, ARE TO RESUME SOON IN ROME. IN PUBLIC STATE- 
MENTS, GUIZZARONI CREDITED PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA FOR HIS PERSONAL 
INTEREST IN THE PROJECT AND HE AND LASRAM REFERRED TO THE IN- 
TEREST-AND ECONIMC BENEFITS-WHICH COULD ACCRUE TO ALGERIA 
AS WELL AS ITALY AND TUNISIA. 

2. COMMENT: A KNOWLEDGEABLE TUNISIAN OEFICIAL TOLD US JUNE 
1 1 THAT THE TUNIS TALKS DID NOT DEAL WITH SPECIFICS, BUT WERE 
INTENDED TO RAISE THE NEGOTIATIONS TO A HIGH INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
LEVEL. HE SAID THERE NOW IS HOPE THA THAT THE ALGERIANS WILL COME 
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THROUGH WITH A SWEETENER FOR ITALY PERMITTING THE LATTER TO 
OFEER THE GOT BETTER TERMS-PERHAPS HALVING THE 4.5 PERCENT OF 
THROUGHPUT OFFERED BY ENI AND THE 10 PERCENT DEMANDE BY THE 
TUNISIANS. 

3. THIS OFFICIAL SAID THAT THE REOPENING OF NEGOTIATIONS HAD 
BREN PRESSED BY PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA HIMSELF, WHO WAS UNHAPPY 
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WITH THE COLLAPSE OP TALKS LATE LAST YEAR. THE PRESIDENT SENT 
DESTOURIAN SOCIALIST PARTY SECRETARY MOHAMED SAY AH TO TOME 
POR TALKS, LEADING THE ITALIAN DESPATCH OP SPCIAL ENVOY 
GUIZZARONI TO ALGIERS AND TUNIS. THE ITALIANS HAVE MADE CLEAR 
THEIR CONTINUING INTEREST IN THE PROJECT-BUT THAT IT IS THE 
ALGERIANS, PERHAPS INDIRECTLY, WHO MUST PAY IF TUNISIA IS TO 
BE OFFERED A BETTER DEAL. 

MULCAHY 
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